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¥ SI” DE[] ' Ha SS -quf, Présqnt & Future oy :
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| I I~ FINE 7 g 5 :
- Above us t/Je northern cross was hanging bzg/a in t/ae ngg/zt s/ey cupped. in’ t/ae ancient g/ow of the
" mx//ey way. LVe biaid been on the beach since diisk and even now in the small ham‘s, 0 one wanted.
10 head home. Eoundreds of stripers were feedizig quietly less than 50 ﬁ’et I om t/ae 5/907?. T had yerto

seé one less. t/)/m 10 pounds larzded and many were- better than twice that .nze— big; strong ﬁs/),,

7

' ngrzmts ﬁ)/lowmg a t;meles: course northward along the coast. M : :
As you released one of 1 these t/azck—ahouldered w(mzorsa you coul{z'nt laelp féelmg a surge of emo-
tion. For bcyona’ the pire élecmc;ty,of being near these miagnificent creaturds,. every angler among
us.also was mtemely aware of something equally poignant: That.night a small piece of history was
unfolding before our eyes. After 20. long years, strzpea' bass stocks bad finally recovered from the
abyss. And, with luck, we now. stand. at the threshola’ of the /mlcyon yeurs, the finest per iod ﬁ)r
: strzped bass the Atlantic Coast has ever seen. Our gur Feastion was to uncork the r/mmpagne mzd

-~

scream ﬁ'om the highest dune, toasting thesé iwild ﬁf/? on their way. 7" b 5=
- But t/Jere are 517[1 hidden currents yet. to wfzde. Strzpers are back, but w/mr wdl t/mr ﬁmne be’
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F HISTORY: 1§ ANY JUDGE, the road ahead *  just sit back with yéur hngers crossed. For one

will be difficult, full of dingerous tyists and - thing, thh blueﬁsh on the downswing and

. turns. The last time, stripcd bass réturncc{ after  weakfish only a-distant memory—courtesy of
a long hiarus was back lin the 1930s. They 'commercml practices in North Camhn.a—
were greeted thcn with enthusiasm but haldly i inshore rccrumonal anglers are forccd to focus
‘fespect or common sense. For roughlv thc‘ heavnlv oh bass. ‘! \

’,
next 40 years.we wKaLked away at thelr critical - Remember too’ ¥ thie cominercial hshcrmuu :

S

" spawning gmunds with an endless bai'ragg of  toast-wide are in'serious cconomic trouble after
‘insults, ineluding toxic,contaminants, agricul- .lmvmg depleted one _species afier, another You
* wiral runeff, poor sewaga treatment and out-.  can bet your finest ﬁv 1od the recovering bass
-nﬂhr destrucrion.. . : _pd'pulanons will soon ger their attention. As if
Bur the most destrucrive msult of all was.  that were no{ enough believe it or nor, | have
. ovérfishing. Stripers were hit hard and often in . “already heard pcoplc complammo chat bass aic"
- an.insane fiasco fueled by short—swh[cd desire ~ going 1o, Be a real muisance. Expect to hear them
: for proﬁt md aided. by equally short sighted " whine that stripers will eat too many flounder
ﬁshcnes management, policies. And don t . Or too many shad or too- mAny crabs or ever :
ithink for a-moment- that anly full- ~time com- . the paint right off the botrom onour boat.
mercial hshcrman were to bl:ime. dollar signs . So_there is still a lot of work that'nkeds to -

also blazed in the eyes of many so-called sport  be dnm if we want-to l\eep our waters teeming. - Swipers are

anglcrs who-set out mght aftcr night to con- wnth stnporc Flrct, we.absolutely must Dbuck, but

vert every bass they could catch into cash. . - : ((cm‘md sthat fisheries management profes-  what lies.at
Naturallv we all hope: that peopleare going - sionals-allow the public a greater-say in how’ the end of

to be smarter this time around, bur you can’t.  the resource is Used: Too often the future of - | the rainbow?
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this wntmg The subcommi
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Hutio (Florida),r::G.

, place along the Atlantic Coast, anglers in other

H.

behind closed doors.

3 Here’s an example: The Atldnm Smtcs’
Marine Fisheries Commission (A‘?Mf\(‘) the -

lwuluorv body that sets smpcd -bass manage-

‘thent policy, vored to dcd:m: striped bass stocks
fully recovered-as of January 1995. That in

rurn will allow them to remove present con-

. servation restrictions and greatly liberalize the
- . rulés. To, that end they are purting the finish-

ing touches on what they call Amcndmcm #5
to the Striped Bass Managemcnt Plan. It pro-

vides the official framework for. managing a
restored s[ril‘ncr populatidon and recommends
doubling present harvests. ‘
Amendment #5 was to undergo a'¢om-
plete series of public reviews by last November -
30th. With a couple of isolated exceptions, it

never happened. The AQFM( then resched-

ulcd public hmrmas for Aprll of tth year, “bur -

again failed o organize them ,
My mec state of Connecticut was forau-

_nate CHOUU’h to have one preliminary hearing
«in January. About 100 Anglcrs attendcd on a
cold, snowy night and rcsoundmgls rejected
the idea of ‘doubling the harvést. At the time’

we all.thought that when full hearlnos took

EPTEMBER 1994

sfripcd bass and other F;sh_has been decided’

tic Coast. 'fo"get a copy
call {202} 225-3456

'sfa“(cs would voice the same sentiments and
force the ASEMC:-to rethink the plan. Yer it
now appears that full public hearings may
never be held and the final pl.ivn will simply-be
voted into place by the ASEMC.

— At the same time we are’ ‘busy convincing
f_ishcucs mamgcrs to be more open, we must
also convince them to be far more conserva=-

tion-minded. Too often they have listened te

 the drumbeats of the commercial fishing

_industry and turned a deaf ear to common

sense. *As a direct ;csulg. mrany marine species
_are in grave touble, and a few, like ha;idocl(.
are even iAudgc,d co\nimcrcial-ly extinct: Truch
be known, striped bass are the only species -

. the ASMFC has ﬁ\nr saved; ahd in rhat case

they had to throw up their hands dlld ask
Congress to do the real work. bomchow we
have ro stop-this endless overexploftation of

© our preuoue resOUrces.

It’s fime to make striped lmss a gamc fish
along the entire Atlantic Coast and remove
once and for all the ﬁdan';ia] incentive to-kill
wild. stripers. Many enlightened states élrchy
have done this, includigg Maine, New Hamp-
shire, Conngcticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, -
the'Di;‘tricfof Columbia, South Carolina,
Georgia and Florida: But in Massachusesss,.




I you live along the Atlantic seaboard, you should be
- éware that your state regu[arly sends representatives to the
~ Atlantic States Mann s Fisheries Commission (ASMFC). Call
your state department of natural resources or equivalent
. agency and find aut who represents yourstate Furthermore,
sk if ¢ anyone from your state ssts on t: e ASFMC S Stnpad
 Bass Management Committee.
: Once you know your state s representatwes to the
- ASMEFC, contact them and let them know you are interested
in stronger marine conservation. Tell them you (and your
ﬁshmg club, if you belong to one) are eager to be kept
informed of changes in marine regulations and how your
S he anibho state’s delegates to the ASMFC vote on the various issues.
with - You can also contact the ASMEC directly by writing
rffer in s Mr.v'John-Dun’nigan,‘e' cutive director, Atlantic States Marine
Preparition _ Hisheries Commission, 1776 Massachusetts Ave.,
Jor releasess Washmgton D.C. 20036-;;The ph‘dn”e number is (202) 452-8700.

Rhndc Island, New York, Virginia, Nor th  coastal cconomy thar commercial striped-bass

» Carolina and especially Maryland, homie to  fishing. It's estimated chat salewater anglers

g “the stripers’‘primary spawning grounds, the  in.the United States spend $5 billion annually _
' story is different. : o on retail items, In 1991 wé spent $635
One solution is for anglers in those states _muion just on bluefish items alone. By that
to work hard to change local faws. But rhere{ measure, it’s casy to sée that-a wild striper is

'1n0th:.r answer, too: A bill pending in the - worth far more swimming in thc surf than

K - US. House of chuscnmn\'gs would stop all « dead in a net. e
'commcr_cml fishing for striped bass along the - Siill, to-make it fair, T pcrsoxmllj\' feel a
- - Atlantie Coast. At this writing, the bill, H.R.  modest compensation package for those com- -

<

1\‘)3 is [)(_f()rc the H()Ll\(. ﬁubcommlrrec on mercial fisherman mosg affecred can and
fisheries management. - -, e ~ should be worked out. Striped bass presently
How can you justify passage of such lcglsh- bring berwéen.$1.25:and $1.50 a pound -at.
~_, tion? Easy: We already raise more than-7 mil:  the dock. If you deduct operating expenses; a” &
lion pounds of striped bass for the commeicial * .commercial fisherman may earn abour $1 a :
marker through fish farming in this country, * pound from his citch. ’\/Iultlplv that by the
X : % _so there is no real marl\ct necd 0] kitl wild l 7 million poun;]s prcsentl\ being harvestcd ;
sstripers. And coastal stripers, - unlll\c bass raised gnnu.{l]y. or even the 3 million to 4 million
_in aquaculture, are connmmited with PCBs. ~ pounds of’st'ripers commercial fishermen :
-In fact, ar the momient there really isn' umugh might get underAmendment #3, and you will - -
marker to fully support 4 large increase in the' see the resulting total is not insurinountable. I
wild bass harvest. Increasing the catch under Venture to say that if every recreational salt-
Amendment #5 would likely just lower the -~ water angler on the Atlantic'Coast chipped in

price per pound, which is hardly what com- = 50 cents to $1 a yéar, we could casily buy out
. mercial fishermen want to see hap;:;cn. commercial striped-bass hshcrmcn.
That’s reason enough to pass H.R. 393, Then we eould rurn 1o our fishériés man-
- = but there’s more: Recreational saltwater  agers, lqok them straight in the eye and demand 2

- _fishing has a far greater positive impact on the ~ rthe best damn fishery.on earth!
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